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MEETING DATES 

EXECUTIVE MEETINGS  

monthly on the1st Wednesday  

9.30 am; Feb to Nov. BNCC 

DIARY DATES 2019 

Tues  Oct 15  Cappucino and Chat with Phill Grant 

  Yacht Club  10:00 am 

Wed Oct 16  New Member Morning Tea 10:30—11:30  BNCC 

Sat. Oct. 12  Maker’s Market, BNCC 10 am—2 pm 

Sat Oct 26  Swap Meet 10 –11 a.m. BNCC 

Thurs Oct. 17  Be Connected, phones and tablets BNCC 

Thurs Nov 7  Thank You Lunch 12 Noon BNCC 

Dec 6—10  Enrolments 10-3 BNCC 

Bulletin Editor Elena Tommasi: 
Please send submissions by Nov. 6 
to elena.U3A@gmail.com.   

U3A Maker’s Market 

Saturday 12 October 10 am—2 PM BNCC 

 

It’s not too late to enter or attend the Maker’s 

Market. If you have items you have made, either in 

class or at home, you can have a go at selling them 

at the market. If you are looking for unique gifts this 

is the perfect place to find something. Our U3A 

members are very talented. Why not take advantage 

of this opportunity to find something different? To 

reserve a table contact Elena 

@elena.U3A@gmail.com or 0421 520 414, or to 

attend just show up! 

 

Thank You Lunch 
Thursday 7 November, 2019 at 12 Noon 

Ballarat North Community Centre 

 

No matter how you say it it’s time to say Thanks. Tutors, 

class reps, committee members, volunteers (in the office, 

catering, bulletin folding, finance, or equipment)  you are 

invited to our annual thank you lunch. It will be a catered 

meal with provisions for all dietary needs. Please RSVP 

with a yes or no and any special dietary requirements to 

Anne Ottrey no later than 24 October. It is being held 

earlier than usual this year to avoid clashes with class 

break up celebrations. 

 

Anne Ottrey 0422 963 985 or email to:  

ottrey@ncable.net.au 

Thank You!   Merci!    Gracias!   Grazie!   Dankeschön!  

mailto:DeniseU3A@hotmail.com
mailto:bu3a@netconnect.com.au
http://www.u3aballarat.org.au
mailto:elena.U3A@gmail.com
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BALLARAT  

UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE   

ACTING PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

 

You will find two “President’s Reports in this Bulletin. As Phill is just back 

from his trip to Europe he has left the President’s Report to me as Acting 

President. Phill has, however, written a report about his U3A hiking and 

biking experience. You can read it on the next page. 

 

It seems that the year moves at a normal pace until it gets to September 

and October and then the year flies by. I don’t know if it’s the Christmas 

decorations that are already out that make it seem like the holidays are 

already here or if it’s just that there is so much happening. If you have 

fortnightly classes there are only a few left and class breakups are already 

being planned.  

 

The main thing to report from last month is our new office space. The Seniors at BNCC wanted their 

own office and the shared space was too small for us. It was agreed that we could have the Yellow 

Room (the room with the Stained Glass windows, right off the front entry) for our office. Within a day 

of the agreement we had the office set up. It is a large, bright space with plenty of room for 

enrolments, help with the rolls, or just a chat. Feel free to stop by on Monday 10—12 or Thursday 1-3  

to see the new office and have a chat and a cuppa.  

 

I don’t have much more to report from last month but looking to the future we have a lot going on: 

 

Enrolments for 2020 begin on December 2.  Renewing and new members will be able to enrol at the 

office from December 2 to December 6.  For full details see Nina’s Administration Report.  

The Maker’s Market is this Saturday, 12 October, you still have time to reserve a table or just come 

and have a look around. Seniors Week is this week with many U3A activities planned. For more 

details all the activities are listed on pages 7 and 8 in this Bulletin. Our annual Thank You Lunch for 

tutors, class reps, committee members and all volunteers is set for Thursday, 7 November at BNCC. 

For more information see the front page. RSVP’s are essential. 

 

As things are winding down Denise Grant is busily working on next year’s classes and schedules. She 

does an amazing job of this and works very hard to get things planned. She even worked on it while 

on holidays in England. Very dedicated and deserving of  

huge thanks for all her work and efforts. 

 

Finally, I’d like to say that these past two months, as Acting 

President, have given me some great insight to what is in 

store for me as President. It’s not an easy job (so many 

meetings!) and I only saw the tip of the iceberg in two 

months. So Kudos to Phill and all the past presidents who 

have done so much to make U3A Ballarat the amazing, 

successful organization it is today.  

 

Elena Tommasi 

Vice President 

Elena.u3a@gmail.com 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

This is a bit like a President’s report masquerading as a 

travelogue. In reality, it’s a report on two of U3A Ballarat’s recent 

activities. It can’t be a President’s report, because, while 

participating in the activities I have been out of action as 

President. 

 

With regard to the role of President, I am grateful for and 

appreciative of the work done by Elena in taking over in my 

absence, by Committee Members and others who were able to 

organise the cappuccino and chat sessions. Many thanks also to 

Jeff Langdon, who has taken over the role of Treasurer, and to 

Helen Slater for the work she did in that role. 

 

Anyway, with regard to the activities. The hiking group, led by 

Andrew Parker, organised a seven day hike through the sandstone mountains that flank the 

Elbe River in Germany. Thirteen hikers walked, climbed, slid, scrambled and squeezed their 

way along mountain paths and through rocks and crevices. The rewards for their efforts 

included admiring wonderful landscapes, learning about local customs, culture, history and 

geography, and being closely involved with a friendly and supportive group of U3A members. 

 

The next activity followed shortly after the hike, with some hikers joining the group who 

cycled from Prague in the Czech Republic to Cuxhaven in Germany, along the Elbe Cycle 

Route. With hired bikes, and for two members, their own e-bikes, panniers and cheerful 

dispositions the group of nine experienced a range of cultures and landscapes. Similarly to 

the hiking group, the cycling group learned a lot about the areas through which they cycled, 

and about their ability to achieve goals. 

 

In the U3A context, the activities were ‘special’, as are indeed other ‘special’ or notable 

activities organised by various U3A groups. Examples have included publishing books and. 

CDs, performing, excursions, exhibitions, and listening to prominent guest speakers. Such 

‘special’ activities complement the inherent value of being involved in U3A classes generally. 

 

On returning I am keen to get to another ‘cappuccino and chat’ sessions - mainly to hear 

about what members have been doing in the last month or so. (I promise I won’t go on 

endlessly about the hiking and cycling trips.) So, how about Tuesday 15 October, 10.00 am, 

at the Yacht Club? 

 

Phill Grant 

grantphillip@hotmail.com 
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1. Enrolment 

 

 Enrolment for 2020 will take place at Ballarat North Community Centre,  (BNCC) from Monday 

December 2 to Friday December 6 from 10.00 to 3.00. 

 Enrolment will be open to all members and new members. 

 

Payment may be made by: 

 Cash 

 Cheque 

 Direct Credit – from your bank account to ours. If you use this method of payment we would 

appreciate it if you also sent your membership form in so our accounting is made easier! 

 Use your member ID, surname and initials eg  2014BrownJK 

 BSB  633-000  Account No  1596 54144 

 PayPal – if paying via MyU3A 

 During enrolment week payment Credit Card facilities (EFT) will be available courtesy of 

the Bendigo Bank. 

   

ENROLMENTS WILL NOT BE TAKEN UNTIL 10.00 on DECEMBER 2. However, you may mail in 

your enrolment form earlier which will be entered on December 2. 

 

The Office will be open in January for enrolments also – Tuesday January 28 to Thursday January 

30 with Friday 31 available for Tutors queries, 10.00am to 3.00pm 

 Membership Cost: 

 Full members - $50 

 Associate Members – proof of membership of your home U3A required and must be sighted 

by the Enrolment staff. - $25 

 

2. Class Selection 

 

Please choose your classes carefully and make sure they are ones you can regularly attend. For some 

classes the demand is particularly great, so book into the ones you really want before the ones 

that ‘might be nice’ I’ll give it a try!!! 

 

Associate members may enrol in 3 classes - if they desire to enrol in more, then a full membership 

should be paid. 

 

All enrolments into classes will go onto a Wait List for that class. Tutors will then accept members 

into the class and notify them either by email or phone.  Those remaining on the Wait List will 

most likely be accepted as time goes by. 

 

THEREFORE  there is no need to rush in to enrol on the first day!  

 

3. Any queries regarding the enrolment process please contact  

  Nina Netherway, 0417 371 473 

   ninan06@bigpond.com 

 

4. Any queries re class information contact; 

   Denise Grant 

   deniseu3a@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

(continued next page) 

ADMINISTRATION REPORT 
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5. TUTORS 

 

You will need to print out a list of your current class members before the end of November as your 

class list will not be available after this. 

 

6. Tutors will have the opportunity to come into the office on Friday 6 December if they wish, to ac-

cept class members and organise their class for 2020. As the MyU3A class numbers need to be set 

at 0, an unlimited number of members are able to enrol in any class. Thus, the Tutors need to or-

ganise their class carefully.  

 

7.  PLEASE NOTE  The printer in the office is NOT  available for class use.  Please do not use it for 

printing from a computer or photocopying. 

 

NEW MEMBERS – if you enrol on-line please either: 

 

1. Come into the office and collect a name badge, your welcome morning tea invitation and the ‘blue’ 

sheet telling you how we operate and giving passwords for the website. 

Or 

2. Send a stamped addressed envelope to the U3A Post Box so we can mail the name badge and other 

information to you. 

   Membership 

   U3A Ballarat 

   PO Box 2058 

   Bakery Hill 3354 

 

Nina Netherway 

Administration and MyU3A 

0417 371 873 

U3A Home Produce Swap Tables  

At Ballarat North Community Centre 

10:00 till  11:00 am  

Excess vegetables/fruit /flowers/plants/herbs /jams and pickles are all most welcome contributions.   

As long as you produced it at home feel free to bring it along. 

Come and have a social cup of tea or coffee and a chat. 

Last Saturday in each Month : 

28th September 2019      26th October 2019   30th November  

Resuming in 2020 on  29th February .  Ring Ros  0409241115 
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Dining Out Group 

 

The current organisers of the very popular Dining Out group are no longer able to organise this 

monthly event, so unless someone else takes over the organisation, the Dining Out group will not be 

going ahead in 2020. 

 

The group meets once a month on Sundays and go to various locations around the district for lunch. 

To organise the lunches, you would need to choose a venue, discuss details with the manager of the 

venue, then advertise the details in that month’s bulletin. You or another nominated person would 

also need to accept the RSVP’s and contact the manager with final numbers.  

 

If you would like to organise, or two or three of you would like to share the organisation with 

someone else, then please contact Denise Grant deniseu3a@hotmail.com or ring Denise 0439321250.  

 

CLASSES FOR 2020 

 

We have had a great response to our request for planning forms for next year’s classes. However, 

there are still a few classes which have run this year and in previous years, but they have not yet 

submitted their forms. The due date was 27 September. 

 

If have not submitted your planning form and you are still going to run a class in 2020 please 

urgently contact Denise Grant. If you are no longer going to run your class, please also contact 

Denise.  

 

The following classes which ran during 2019 have not sent in their planning forms for 2020. Could 

you please email Denise Grant deniseu3a@hotmail.com or ring 0439321250 as soon as possible to say 

whether or not your class is going ahead in 2020.  

 

We have not received a 2020 planning form from the  following current classes: 

 

Ballroom dancing    Dutch    French B 

Hiking Group     Italian advanced  Knitting and crocheting 

Leadlighting     Le Conservatoire  Lino Cut – Print making 

Managing a share portfolio   Opera on Video   Photography on an artistic theme 

Sterling silver and copper jewellery Science    Tasting and talking wine  

The Big Lap     Wine production and processing   

Writing and producing family history 

 

Cancelled classes 

 

NO CLASSES ON MELBOURNE CUP DAY 5TH NOVEMBER AT BALLARAT NORTH 

COMMUNITY CENTRE. All other venues will have classes as usual. 

 

THERE WILL BE NO CLASSES AT EASTWOOD ON BALLARAT SHOW DAY ON 8TH 

NOVEMBER. Classes at other venues will operate as usual. 

 

TUTORS AND CLASS REPS. Don’t forget to keep the 7TH NOVEMBER FREE FOR THE 2019 

THANK YOU LUNCH. Remember that it is earlier than usual this year so that it doesn’t clash with 

class parties and other Xmas celebrations. It would be great if all tutors and class reps who tutored or 

administered a class in 2019, even if it was a six week long class at the start of the year, could come 

along. 

 

You should receive/have received your invitation soon. Please RSVP to Ros McArthur when you 

receive your invitation. If you haven’t received an invitation by mid October, then please contact Ros.  

 

CLASS COORDINATOR’S NOTES 
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Congratulations to Denise Wilson and Martin Hughes who correctly identified 

last months Diversion as Sawn Rocks, Narrabri, NSW. Warwick Sellens 

identified it as Organ Pipes National Park and while they look similar it is 

actually Sawn Rocks. 

 

To win the pleasure of solving a puzzle, the question for October is: where in 

the world is? Answers can be sent to Elena Tommasi at 

elena.u3a@gmail.com 

 

DIVERSION FOR OCTOBER 
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Ballarat Speaker’s Club 

Thursday, 10 October 12—2PM 

City Oval Hotel 

 

In 1492 a decree was made by the Spanish King 

Ferdinand & Isabella that all Jewish people must 

convert to Catholicism, leave the country or die!   

 

Ballarat Speakers Club member, Jack Aghion, is 

a descendant of a Jewish family who lived in the 

Northern Spanish town of Ayllón.  Jack has done 

a great deal of research into the history of his 

family from that time up to today.  He has uncov-

ered for instance that his family decided to con-

vert to Catholicism but they were subsequently 

discovered during the Inquisition in 1560 to be 

still practicing their original faith in secret.  Most 

escaped and have since spread across the world.   

Jack will reveal this fascinating story of survival 

and successes as the family members spread 

around the world and more recently being wel-

comed back to Ayllón. 

I'm sure you will enjoy Jack's story.   

 

$40 per person ($15 goes to charity). Book on 

Meetup at https://www.meetup.com/Ballarat-

Speakers-Club/ or call/message Anthony on 0458 

312 533 by Tuesday 8 October.  

2020 Lifelong Learning Summer School 

Girton College, Cambridge 

August 16-29, 2020 
  

Going into its eighth year, this summer school enables participants to take academic courses for the 

love of learning, live and take meals in the College, and have a pretty full and exciting social 

programme to get the most out of being in Cambridge. In sum it is a fantastic opportunity to spend 

one or two weeks experiencing the highlights of Cambridge college life in the company of other 

lifelong learners from around the world! 

  

More information is available on our website at: http://www.girton.cam.ac.uk/summer-programmes/

lifelong. 
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The next Bulletin deadline; 

Wednesday Nov. 6 to Elena 

Tommasi, PO Box 2058, 

Bakery Hill, 3354 or 

elena.U3A@gmail.com  

BOOK CLUB 2, Yvette Nesire-McNeil, Facilitator 0434 630 456, Helen McDowell, Class Rep 0407 347 779 
 

This month we reviewed, All the Light We Cannot See, by Anthony Doerr. 

 

Set in the Second World War during the German occupation of France, it is the story of a blind 

French girl, a German orphan with a flair for radio technology, a German official who recognises this 

talent, the courage of ordinary citizens and a spectacular diamond.   

 

This book is brilliantly constructed so the reader never loses sight of the characters as the narrative 

moves between time, place and circumstance, the whole beautifully held together by the miracle of 

wireless. The radio waves traverse the atmosphere bringing the light of communication, recognition, 

familiarity and connection into the lives of friends, strangers and enemies. The light we cannot see. 

 

Inspiring, instructive, clever, sensitive and compelling, the best book many of the group have ever 

read.  10/10  

 

Our next book is:  Gravity Well, by Melanie Joosten 
 
CELTIC BAND Corrie Olsen, Class Tutor, Ros Cole, Class Rep 
 

On the first Monday of the month, children from the Day Care Centre, next door to the Senior 

Citizens North Centre, come with their teachers, to listen to the Band. The interaction of the children 

with the band is very positive - the children moving about and/or playing percussion instruments as 

the Band plays children’s songs as well as Band tunes. The children are guided by their teachers as 

well as members from the band. It is a musical experience enjoyed by both children and adults. The 

session lasts for about 20 minutes. 

  
CHORISTERS,  Tutor, Constance Lemke  

 

Recently the U3A Choristers performed at Rosebank Retirement Village. We got everyone's toes 

tapping with 'You're Not Sick You're Just in Love' and then went on to sing a wide variety of music 

ranging from 'Anthem' to old favourites like 'Jamaica Farewell'. Both singers and the audience had a 

most enjoyable afternoon. New members are always welcome, so if you would like to join us in term 4 

for the Christmas Carol season, do come along or contact Connie (0407 860 334). We especially could 

use some more sopranos! 

 

mailto:elena.U3A@gmail.com
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CLASSIC CINEMA  Class Rep Kerren Thorsen 5338 2607 

 

The class vote decided on "Imaginary Worlds" for our 2020 theme.  

 

Vote now for our "Food Film" of the year at any of these sessions. If you can't attend, phone through 

your vote to Shirley (5331 4408) before noon on Nov.12. 

  

Oct. 8. Renowned for mouth-watering food scenes, EatDrinkManWoman(1994 Dir:Ang Lee 124 

mins)offers interesting insight into changing family life in globalised Taiwan.Film only session. 

 

Oct.29. Part documentary/part memoir, The Gleaners and I (2001, France, Dir:Agnes Varda, 

82mins) explores the idea of waste in our production and sale of food, and other areas of life. Don't 

miss this highly original and moving film. 

 

Nov.12. We'll wind up the year with a wonderful animation, Wallace & Gromit and the Curse of the 

Were-Rabbit (2005, Brit.,Dir: NPark & SBox, 82 mins) - and our own special afternoon tea. 

  

We do need extra assistance to move the chairs and tables before and after our sessions. Please 

come along to help at 1.00 if you can, or lend a hand afterwards. 

 

DINING OUT GROUP Anne McKee 0403 079 216 or anneianmckee@ozemail.com.au 

 

The November lunch will be held at the Golf House Hotel, corner Doveton and Water Streets, 

(opposite the Ballarat North Citizens’ Centre) on November 17th, starting at 12 noon.  Please let 

Anne or Ian know if you are or are not coming on either 0403 079 216 or 

anneianmckee@ozemail.com.au by Friday 15th November. 

 

 A reminder that the October lunch will be held at the 401 Pleasant Street South, Ballarat on 

Sunday 20th October starting at 12 noon.   Please let Anne or Ian know if you are or are not coming 

on either 0403 079 216 or anneianmckee@ozemail.com.au by Friday 18th October.  And please 

remember to wear your name tags.    

 

LAP OF AUSTRALIA Tutor, Bruce Campbell  0477 537 213   

 

For anyone thinking about doing a “Lap of Australia” or just travelling through the Australian 

Outback in the near future this class is starting on October 22nd and running for 6 weeks.  the 

class, Bruce will discuss whether or not you should even set off around Australia, what form of 

travel would best suit your needs and then cover every aspect of preparation from vehicle set up to 

the logistics and best places to visit.  Each class will be 90 minutes and participants will be 

encouraged to contribute and take part in discussions.  Everyone will have the chance to examine a 

fully set up 4wd and caravan together with a modern motor-home. 

 
 
WALKERS AND COFFEE Chris Cullen and John Elischer, Class Rep.  0421 341 288 
 

Walks start 10am sharp   1st & 4th Wednesdays 

 

23 October        Delacombe Town Centre, Cnr Smythes Rd & Wiltshire Lane, Delacombe 
 

 

mailto:anneianmckee@ozemail.com.au
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