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MEETING DATES 

EXECUTIVE MEETINGS  

monthly on the1st Wednesday  

9.30 am; Feb to Nov. BNCC 

DIARY DATES 2019 

Tues May 7  Coffee/Tea/Chat with Phill 10 am Café InExterior 

Wed May 15  New Member Morning Tea 10:30-11:30 am BNCC 

Mon June 3  Would You Like to Be A Tutor 3 –4 PM BNCC 

Tues June 4  Coffee/Tea/Chat with Phill 10 am Café InExterior 

Wed June 20  New Member Morning Tea 1030-11:30 am BNCC 

Thur June  27 Trivia Night 4::30 - 6:30 PM BNCC 

Also Coming—Another Movie Afternoon  

 Lovers Boy 

See Page 7 for details 
 

Bulletin Editor Elena Tommasi: Please send 

submissions by June 6 to elena.U3A@gmail.com.   

May 2019

mailto:DeniseU3A@hotmail.com
mailto:bu3a@netconnect.com.au
http://www.u3aballarat.org.au
mailto:elena.U3A@gmail.com


 

May 2019 2  

BALLARAT  

UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE   

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Welcome back to classes and activities for Term 2. Welcome also to new 
members joining classes and activities for the first time. Hopefully the term 
break and Easter activities were enjoyable for everyone. It seems that many 
U3A Ballarat members were enlisted for ‘grandparent duties’; that, of 
course, could be enjoyable or stressful, depending on the situation. Other 
members seem to have travelled to exotic locations. Regardless of the 
activities during the break, I hope they were successful and enjoyable. 
 
The break afforded the chance for projects at BNCC to be undertaken. The 
roof was replaced and solar panels will soon be installed atop the new roof. 
Most of the car park redevelopment was completed, with the final bitumen 
layers being laid at the moment. We are most appreciative of the 
relationship between the City of Ballarat and U3A Ballarat and we thank 
them for the work they have been doing and for the planning that 
minimised disruption to the programs of the tenants at BNCC. 
 

Many thanks to all involved with unwrapping and storing the new chairs at BNCC. As indicated 
beforehand, we were given 24 hours notice of their arrival and once they were delivered it was 
essential to get them unwrapped and stored promptly so that the Hall could be used again. 
 
The Committee continues to encourage the development of new activities and classes for the U3A 
Ballarat program. We are certainly appreciative of those who have developed new activities and 
classes as well as those who continue to offer their current classes. To assist members who would like 
some information about being a tutor or activity leader, there will be another ‘So you would like to 
be a Tutor’ session - Monday 6 May, 3.00 to 4.00 pm in the Yellow Room at BNCC (702 Walker 
Street). The next session will be Monday 3 June, 3.00 to 4.00 pm in the Yellow Room at BNCC. 
 
As an example of a new class it is rather exciting to know that U3A Ballarat now has two choirs, each 
with their own distinctive ‘flavour’. We look forward to watching the development of each choir and 
certainly anticipate with some interest the occasions when they can perform for members. The two 
choirs are indeed a part of quite a wide musical offering in the U3A Ballarat program; we are 
fortunate to have choirs, bands and classes for singing and music. 
 
May I also extend an invitation to all members to, a ‘cappuccino and chat’ meeting at Café 
IneXterior (corner of Mair Street and Doveton Street North) to be held on Tuesday 7 May, 10.00 am. 
The purpose of the meeting is simply to provide the opportunity to chat or comment, over a coffee or 
tea. The next occasion will be Tuesday  4 June. By the way, I don’t have shares in the venue - if 
anyone would like to suggest another venue that has parking nearby and reasonable access to public 
transport, then please do so. 
 
Two projects, for which we received some grant money, are drawing to an end at the moment, though 
I expect there will be implications that continue for some time. Ros McArthur led a project to look at 
the benefits of being a U3A member. Many thanks to all our members who participated in the survey 
conducted by Ros. A project looking at the development of tutors and language tutors will initially 
result in a guide book for language tutors. I am hopeful that further implications may include the 
development of a language learning centre. 
 
Finally, all the best for the coming term. It is good to be back, isn’t it; mainly because we can resume 
our social contact with our ‘class mates’ and the wider U3A Ballarat community. 
 

 

Phill Grant 

grantphillip@hotmail.com 
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Welcome back to U3A classes for Term 2.  
 
Our only interruption to classes for this Term is the Queen’s Birthday holiday on Monday 10th June. 
There will be no classes held at any venue on this day. 
 
Apology to classes who met at Pinarc during the last holidays 
 
We are sorry if your planned classes were cancelled by the Management at Pinarc during this last 
holiday period. There was a misunderstanding about our arrangements when a different group of 
people took over the building for the Pinarc school holiday programme.  
 
Changes in current classes 
 
4th and 5th Century Christian History will no longer run after 30th June.  John Van der Laar’s 
health is not as robust these days, and he feels that he can no longer take the class.  
David Hyatt is away on holidays until 13th May, so there will be no Psychology classes until 24th 
May. 
 
Meet Japan has now finished for this session but John Urquhart says that he may take another 
class on a similar theme later in the year. 
 
The U3A Performance Choir started on 30th April. Contact Judy D’Ombrain if you would like to 
join. 
Tai Chi by the Lake has moved to Ballarat North Community Centre from Saturday 4th May 8 – 
9am until winter has passed. 
 
LEADLIGHTING begins next Wednesday 8th May in the Shed at Pinarc. There are still a few 
places available. Contact Karen if you would like to join this class. 0479 131 976 
 
GENETICS starts on 4th June at Pinarc at 11.15 in Room 2. There are still places available in this 
very interesting 8 week course. 
 
ALL YOGA CLASSES 
 
The Beginning Yoga Class at Eastwood will be cancelled until further notice. Unfortunately, Lori  
Hutton has broken her ankle and will be out of action for a while. Class members will be notified 
when she is fit enough to resume her classes. We wish Lori a speedy recovery.  
 
NEW CLASSES 
 
Don’t forget to enrol in our new classes for Terms 3 and 4. 
 
Introduction to Computer Programming is now on MyU3A, and you can enrol either online or at 
the Office. Contact Ken Morrissey by email if you would like to know more. 
 
Jazzalong with Jen is also on MyU3A and taking enrolments, and you can enrol online or at the 
Office.  
 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO START A NEW BOOK CLUB? 
 
We have had many enquiries about joining our book clubs. Both of our current classes are full but if 
you would like to start a new book club, then please contact Denise Grant at deniseu3a@hotmail.com. 
 
Denise Grant 
Class Coordinator 

Deniseu3a@hotmail.com 

CLASS COORDINATOR’S NOTES 

mailto:Deniseu3a@hotmail.com
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Some interesting statistics: 
New members for 2019 – 249 
 
Honorary – 29 
Life – 5 
Full – 1187 
Associate – 10  
Guest – 3  (BNSC) 
 
Male – 337 
Female – 906 
 
Associate members are members of other U3A’s and wish to do a particular class with us. They must 
show a current receipt to prove their home membership.  
Tutors who do not pay are Honorary Members – they cannot enrol in other classes. 
Guests are members of BNSC and do not pay. 
 
I have been deleting names from the database of those who have not renewed their membership this 
year.  The loss of members is just below the number of new members gained. 
 
TUTORS – please keep your class member lists on MyU3A up to date – add new members to your 
class as soon as they are accepted. You may find some don’t appear on your roll for this term – the 
names only appear on the roll when they are entered ie. you cannot wait until the end of term to add 
members joining midterm and then expect to mark the roll backwards for them. You must enter them 
as they join your class. Don’t hesitate to contact me if you need help with MyU3A. 
 
New Members 
Members who enrol online using PayPal please call in at the Office to collect a name tag and New 
Members Welcome invitation and an information sheet telling you how to use MyU3A. The password 
you receive when you enrol enable you to access your personal details on MyU3A. This should come by 
email after you enrol and pay.  Please contact me if you have difficulties with this. 
 
Class Attendance 
If you have enrolled in more classes than you are able to attend, or do no longer wish to attend a class 
you enrolled for  - PLEASE contact the Tutor or Class Rep and tell them or remove yourself from the 
class on MyU3A. This will enable someone else to take your place. This is particularly important with 
classes that are full or nearly full.  The general rule is that if you do not attend a class for three 
sessions in a row without an apology, the Tutor or Class Rep is within their right to remove you from 
the class on the assumption you are no longer wanting to attend. So it is important to put in an 
apology if you are unable to attend a class. You can do this online through your personal area on 
MyU3A, or of course you can email or ring the Tutor or Class Rep. 
 
Nina Netherway 
PO Box 1184 
Bakery Hill 3354 

Ph: 5309 1771 

Ninan06@bigpond.com 

ADMINISTRATION REPORT 

NEW MEMBERS 

 

New members who enrol on-line will need to call at the U3A office to collect their name tags and 

lanyard before attending their first class.  

The office is located at 

North Ballarat Community Centre 

702 Walker St. North Ballarat. 

Office hours are: 

Monday 10-12    Thursday 1-3 
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ACCOMMODATION REPORT 

Much has been happening at Ballarat North Community Centre (702 Walker Street) over the past 

month. 

• carpark has been almost finished with final 30mm of hot mix bitumen to be added 

• bike rack concrete base will be poured once the new racks are delivered 

• twenty solar panels will be installed on the new roof in the second week of May 

• formal opening of the building with CoB officials scheduled for Thursday 13th June 

• heating thru the radiators (on a time clock) in the blue, red and hall has been restored for the 

autumn / winter classes 

• parking in Armstrong Street should be restored in the next fortnight 

• a new Tai Chi class is thriving at BNCC early on Saturday morning thanks to John Olsen 

• 125 chars with arms arrived Thursday (see photo) and on Friday a good team of Anne, Elena, 

John, Phill, Denise, Ken, Chris, Blake, Ian C. and Mick from the Seniors unwrapped them and 

moved them into the rooms and hall. Storeroom was sorted out and 70 of the chairs without 

arms are stored there for big events at the hall 

• Helen has reorganised the office - so there is more useable space in the little office we share 

with the Seniors and Genesis Church 

 

At Eastwood Leisure Complex (20 Eastwood Street) 

• new U3A signs on the outside of the building have been installed 

• U3A Ballarat is now a member of the committee at ELC  

• Jack Engwerda is now representing U3A Ballarat at the monthly ELC meetings 

 

At Pinarc (Golden Point) - 120 English Street 

• after a misunderstanding with holiday program coordinators, Pinarc CEO has apologised for 

the canceling of some classes during the April school holidays 

• our classes are very welcome at Pinarc; our usage of the two rooms (Room 2 and the communi-

ty shed) are secure for the future 

 

Phill, Denise and Blake made a visit to the BGT building at Hill Street in the first week of May. After 

careful consideration of the facilities offered, we consider these rooms not needed for our present clas-

ses. 

 

Term 2 classes have started without incident at the more than 15 venues around Ballarat thanks to 

Denise Grant and each of our valued tutors.  

New roof on in 4 days at BNCC over the Easter break  The last of the concrete goes in to the new bike rack area at 

BNCC  
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AUTUMN SWAP TABLES   

 

On Saturday 27th April 2019, we held the Autumn Swap in chilly conditions but the BNCC hall was warm and 

the cups of tea and coffee warmed everyone up. Approximately 30 members came and the produce was plentiful.   

 

We plan on resuming swap tables in September when our Spring 

produce is to hand. 

U3A would like to thank all the people from Ballarat North Community 

Centre who helped to make this such a pleasant interlude. We found 

that we went home with new produce and recipes to try out and look 

forward to seeing everyone again in September.    
 
 

Congratulations to our one and only winner Theresa Dawson for correctly guessing 

Pena National Palace, Sintra Portugal 

 

To win the pleasure of solving a puzzle, the question for April is: where in 

the world is? Answers can be sent to Elena Tommasi at 

elena.u3a@gmail.com 

 

 

 

As one of our wonderful word un-scramblers wrote, ‘last month’s word is INFLUENCE - and it’s great 

if you have it’ (or, as one of our readers suggested, the scrambled word might be a place in Wales) 

 

Congratulations to Tania Gaunt and John Elischer for displaying unmatched unscrambling ubility

(and excuse the modified spelling of ‘ability’, just to get the  alliteration) 

 

So, what about a mangled word for May? Our confused collection of characters is T I N P R A M O T   

  

To gain the title of a sparklingly successful solver(and that is, of course, the limit to the 

rewards)  send a solution to Phill at grantphillip@hotmail.com 

DIVERSION FOR MAY 

WORD DIVERSION FOR MAY 
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U3A Afternoon Movie 

Loves Brother 

BNCC 

Thursday 11 July, 2019 2:00 PM 
 

Ballarat U3A will be showing another film ‘Loves Brother’ which was filmed in Daylesford in 

2003.  Something to look forward to during our winter months!   

Many of you will recognise the countryside between Ballarat and Daylesford where it was filmed.   

Two Italian brothers settle in country Victoria in the 1950’s, when its time for the older one to write 

home for an Italian bride, he sends a photo of his good looking brother instead! 

Once again we hope to have someone who was involved with the making of the film to introduce it - 

(hopefully the microphone will be working next time.) 

Afternoon tea provided. 

On Top of Melbourne – Friday 26 April 

 

Twenty five U3A members enjoyed the history of hidden places and forgotten stories, as we ventured 

into high points at the top end of Bourke Street.  

 

· We climbed up the stairs of the old GPO building to learn about the importance of 

communications for the early colony.  

· On the sixth floor of the Myer building, we discovered the old Lamson cash tube system, once 

used to transfer cash and change around the Myer store.  

· At the top of a modern arcade we found a military & transport bookstore in a former Hoyts 

cinema. 

· You can still visit the Limelight Studios at the top of the Salvation Army Museum at 69 

Bourke Street – probably the oldest existing film studio in the world.  

· From the Wilsons Carpark we peeked into the private garden of the Melbourne Club. 

 

The two hours of this Melbourne Walks tour flew by as we were entertained with stories (and 

chocolate) from our knowledgeable guide Meyer Eidelson. Looking forward to next year’s tour… 

Anne Ottrey 

Wanted – Class Performances, Demonstrations, and Activities for the Seniors Festival! 

We are seeking tutors and class groups willing to run an activity to showcase U3A during the 

Seniors Festival this October. Available venues and dates include: 

Tuesday 8th October at Wendouree Library between 10am and 3pm – afternoon performances and 

possibly a couple more small class events/activities over the day. We will run an information desk all 

day. 

Wednesday 9th October – Thursday 10th October at the newly refurbished Sebastopol Library 

between 9:30am to 3pm – class activities, demonstrations, talks etc and performances (afternoons 

only). We will run an information desk for the two days. 

We have a very short timeline to finalise the program to meet publication deadlines. Please contact 

Anne Ottrey by Friday 24th May at the latest. I’m happy to discuss ideas on 0422 963 985 or email 

me at ottrey@ncable.net.au 
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JUSTICE INFORMATION EXPO 

THURSDAY 16TH MAY at Ballarat North Community Centre 

 

The afternoon/evening is run by: 

Representatives from the Department of Justice & Community Safety including Consumer Affairs 

Victoria, Dispute Settlement Centre of Victoria, Births, Deaths & Marriages, Sheriffs Victoria & Bal-

larat & Grampians Community Legal Service. 

 

They will provide a variety of activities and information sessions to increase awareness of justice and 

legal services and provide important information to assist with life planning decisions. 

This will be held at the Ballarat North Community Centre, 702 Walker Street, Ballarat 

North. Enter via the carpark entrance. This expo is for U3A members, Senior Citizens, and 

members of the Genesis Church.  

There will be TWO SESSIONS - You can attend both or choose one only. 

RSVP. This is essential because the sessions will be catered for by the organisers.  

RSVP to Phill or Denise Grant, indicating which sessions you will be attending. 

Denise Grant at deniseu3a@hotmail.com or phone 0439 321 250 

By 6PM WEDNESDAY 8TH MAY 

 

A. Afternoon Session: 12.00-4.00 

1. Lunch: 1 hour. Lunch provided. Stalls will be manned during this time for questions. There 

will be an opportunity to talk to Department of Justice & Community Safety and Ballarat & 

Grampians Community Legal Service staff, and collect information from our stalls. These stat-

ic displays will be available throughout the expo and may include brochures on wills, powers of 

attorney, family law and victims of crime, credit and debt, motor vehicle accidents, trader 

rights and obligations, including refunds and warranties, product safety, retirement village 

living, wills, prepaid funerals, clubs and associations, communication tips, alternative dispute 

resolution processes, mediation, neighbourhood issues including fencing and trees. 

2. Activities - Legal Lingo Bingo: A fun way to become familiar with legal jargon, terms, and jus-

tice services that are available locally. Prizes to be won!!!! Group number: 30-60 people. 

- Information Sessions: Life Planning - Wills, Powers of Attorney & Prepaid Funerals, Scams and 

what to avoid, Neighbourhood disputes & Negotiation – Trees & Fences and Effective Communi-

cation 

B. Evening session: 6.00-8.00 

 

The evening session, if there are enough people who wish to attend, could include a second offering of 

the afternoon’s or it could select the activities best suited for the evening participants. If there is in-

sufficient interest this session may not go ahead. 

Jill Blee the first to sit in the 

new chairs! 

 

And  New U3A Signage at East-

wood Leisure Centre 

Phill Grant at grantphillip@hotmail.com  or phone 0412 751 327 
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Yellow bollards at BNCC to protect those entering 

the building  

Delay at BNCC carpark due to water seeping up 

thru the base materials had to be dug out and 

replaced  

125 new chairs arrived 

at BNCC. 

 

They were all 

unwrapped on Friday. 
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The next Bulletin deadline; 

Wednesday 6 June 2019 to 

Elena Tommasi, PO Box 

2058, Bakery Hill, 3354 or 

elena.U3A@gmail.com  

BOOK CLUB 2, Yvette Nesire-McNeil, Facilitator 0434 630 456, Helen McDowell, Class Rep 0407 347 779 

This month we reviewed, Kings in Grass Castles, by Mary Durack. 

 

This book tells the story of the Durack family who explored, settled and managed a vast  cattle 

empire from Queensland to the Kimberly in the mid to late 1800s, based on family chronicles, 

predominantly those of Patrick (Patsy) Durack, 1853 – 1898, Mary’s grandfather. 

Patsy was a man of vision, courage, determination and faith. His enthusiasm, leadership and 

practical capability encouraged other family members and friends, including some remarkable 

women, to join him on his epic journeys into unknown territory to find their fortunes. 

There are accounts of contact with the indigenous population, showing Patsy to be respectful of their 

culture and grateful for their assistance and loyalty on many occasions. This attitude was not 

universal, with intolerance frequently leading to conflict, prompting the reader to consider the impact 

and legacy of this intrusion of settlers with their thousands of animals, on the environment and those 

who originally occupied it. 

 

The book is a good yarn about Mary’s family history as interpreted by her, enjoyed by the group, and 

recommended to anyone interested in Australian history.  6/10 

 

Our next book is:  The Ministry of Utmost Happiness, by Arundhati Roy. 

 
BUSHWALKERS Laraine Gunning and Lynne Fenton, Class Rep. 

May 9th--Woodend. The walk is a loop which is partly in town streets and partly on walking tracks 

at the edge of town. It is mostly flat but there are a couple of small hills. The distance is 7 kilometers. 

Code B. Leaders David and Bill.  Bring morning tea and lunch.  

May 23rd--Skipton Rail Trail. Led by Joyce and Michael, from Scarsdale to Nimmons Bridge. 9kms 

slight grade with an optional walk at the Bridge. Toilet only at Scarsdale end, B/L, Car Pool $5. 

May 30th-- Granite and Moorabel Falls.  Led by Heather and Dale. Approx 6 kms, Code B, B/L, Car 

Pool $5 

June 9th---Led by Helen McDowell and Wendy O'Rafferty. For further details refer to the next 

Bulletin or our Blog 

 

Note---Meet at Llanberris Netball Courts parking area  9.20 A.M for 9.30 A.M start  Code A-- easy, 

approx 5 to 7kms mainly flat. Code B-- medium, approx 7 to 10 kms undulating. Code C hard, steeper 

ascents and descents. B/L bring lunch.  For walk details and photos from past walks please go to our 

Blog at: http://bushwalkersu3aballarat.blogspot.com.au  

 

DINING OUT GROUP Anne McKee 0403 079 216 or anneianmckee@ozemail.com.au 

 

The June lunch will be held at the Provincial Hotel, 121 Lydiard St North, 

on Sunday 16th June.  Please let Anne or Ian know if you are or are not 

coming on either 0403 079 216 or anneianmckee@ozemail.com.au by Friday 

14th June.  And please remember to wear your name tags.  

 

CHORISTERS 
 

Mary O’Driscoll has now fitted in to being the Chorister’s accompanist 

following the plea in the last Bulletin. 

The Choristers are working to perform in the Choral Festival at St Patricks 

Cathedral on Sunday May 26th at 1.30pm 

mailto:elena.U3A@gmail.com
mailto:anneianmckee@ozemail.com.au
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INTRODUCTION TO COMPUTER PROGRAMMING. 

 

This is a class for those who have never done any computer programming. Programming is 

translating ideas into code. For this, ideas need to be organised and code designed using techniques 

like abstraction, recursion, concurrency, repetition, documentation, and simulation. It’s not just 

about learning a computer language, it’s also about developing analytical thinking, synthesis, 

creativity, organising, and record keeping skills.  

 

Our long term programming project will be to teach a computer to play ‘Noughts and Crosses’, and 

along the way there will be many fun little games and exercises. The classes will be lots of hands on 

doing, and there will be homework! 

 

We will use two languages, firstly SNAP! and then moving on to Python if time allows. SNAP! is a 

very easy and friendly programming language. It is graphical, simply dragging blocks around and 

building bigger blocks out of smaller blocks. It lets you focus on the thinking and logic, rather than 

having to master tricky language. Python is also very easy to learn, and uses mostly plain English 

with minimal obscure words or symbols. 

 

We will meet every week, on Thursdays between 1pm and 3pm, at Pinarc, which is the old Golden 

Point primary school in English St (just near the Sovereign Hill Gold Museum). You must email me 

ken.m.u3a@gmail.com before enrolling for approval and for further class requirements. 

 

Among these requirements are a laptop computer, and a good up-to-date web browser. The laptop 

can be any of Linux, Windows or Mac, but tablets and phones are not ok. You will need to have 

WiFi because we will be connecting to that for the classes. The browser should be Firefox, Chrome, 

or Safari...Internet Explorer and Edge are not suitable. All materials will be provided, and there 

may be a small charge ($10 or so) for photocopying and other stationary items. 
 

LITERATURE, Robyn McKnight, Tutor 03 5334 4753  

 

Our class will be reading A Tale for the Time Being by Ruth Ozeki. Our tutor is Rosalie Channing. 

PAINTING GROUP 

‘ 

Recently our Painting Group (seventeen in number) enjoyed a visit to two local galleries. 

First gallery on the program was the Zenart Australia Studio managed by Glynis Bryden at  

Dereel.  Glynis majored in drawing and ceramics.  She has broadened her areas of expertise to  

include painting, mosaic, papermaking, bookbinding and 3D garden art. Glynis has many  

examples of these disciplines on display in her studio which comprises many refurbished large  

sheds. The handmade upcycled birdhouses are a real treat!  

 

Next stop was the studio of Anne Langdon at Smythesdale. 

Anne is a well-known artist, who in the last year has focussed on printmaking, sculpture,  

painting and working in a mixed media.  Anne combines prints and painting which often creates  

a more textural collage effect . She enjoys printmaking and extends the genre into  

textile based works. She draws inspiration from her local environment. Her involvement with  

Goldfield Printmakers allows her to show her skills to potential artists and to experience a  

wonderful sense of community fellowship. 

Both Glynis and Anne spoke to our group about their work. 

 

WALKERS AND COFFEE Chris Cullen and John Elischer, Class Rep.  0421 341 288 

  

Walks start 10am sharp, 1st and 4th Wednesdays – 

22 May         Lake Esmond, Larter Street.  Coffee Zagame’s 

  5 June       Victoria Park, Cnr Russell and Eyre Streets.  Coffee  at 

                     Bluestone Café. Cnr Drummond and Urquhart Streets 

26 June        Krooze-In café, cnr Boak Ave and Geelong Road, Mt Helen 

  3 July         Lazy Mo’s, 1845 Sturt Street, Alfredton 
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